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A reflection on April’s two-day strike  
by 

Zeke Trautenberg 

            

 On Thursday, April 3rd, several hundred TAs, tutors, readers, faculty and undergraduates 

marched and chanted (in Spanish and English) as they snaked their way through UCLA’s 

campus. Amid the convivial atmosphere of the march, I posed for selfies, chatted with colleagues 

and friends, and worked my voice to a sandpapery rasp. 

 

After a long day of marches, impromptu classroom interruptions, and open-air dancing, the strike 

culminated with a sit-in in front of UCLA Chancellor Gene Block’s office, which was blocked 

by police officers. After an unsatisfactory visit by a representative from Human Resources (the 

Chancellor, we were told by university police, was not on campus) we engaged in an informal 

town hall, in which we discussed our lives as students and workers. It was especially exciting to 

hear from undergraduates who had joined us in solidarity, and who, like their TAs, are not 

willing to settle for crowded classrooms, rising tuition costs and overworked teachers. 

 

 On April 2nd and 3rd student workers from across the University of California’s nine 

undergraduate campuses went on strike to protest the university’s engagement in unfair labor 

practices. The university and United Auto Workers Union 2865, the union that represents me and 

the more than 13,000 graduate student workers at the UCs’, have been in contract negotiations 

since last summer. Our union called the strike following a series of unfair labor practices on the 

part of the UC’s, including management’s refusal to negotiate over class size (a mandatory 

bargaining issue) in addition to the intimidation of workers by management and university 

police. 

 

Although UCLA did not participate on Wednesday, news from Santa Cruz that twenty graduate 

and undergraduate students were arrested for peacefully picketing by police dressed in riot gear 

(two more would be arrested the following day) underscored the university’s strained 

relationship with its students and student workers. However, this show of force by the university 

police, did have a silver lining, because it motivated some TAs, who otherwise would not have 

done so, to cancel their classes and to join the strike. 

 

As our town hall in front of the Chancellor’s office showed, our day of strike was also a moment 

for reflection. What do we want from our university education? What can we reasonably expect? 

What is the role of public universities in the era of massified university education? What are our 

obligations to our students and colleagues? Should we settle for the status quo? Can we afford to 

settle? 
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